SPRINGFIELD TO CHAMPAIGN
PHELING MAPS

MISSING PAGES

Springfield- Riverton 2
Decatur BeltRy 12311

Decatur Complex
1234569

=
s,

:L%-: ..'l.‘.~ ‘
v

.
‘.\_\-
T

W7
N e

e
o
i
7’/’“

IllinoisOfruction System



About the Author --

Mr. George Fehl was born in St. Louis, Missouri, on June 4, 1904. He attended St.
Louis University, Washington University, Harvard University, and earned a degree in
architecture. His father owned the Blue Ribbon Cigar Manufacturing Company in St.
Louis which closed about World War . Mr. Fehl then embarked upon a career in
architecture and designed the Northwoods Subdivision at 6900 Natural Bridge Road
in North St. Louis County and the cupolas on the Hampton Village Shopping Center.

He was interested in trolleys all of his life and rode all the local and interurban lines

many times. He enjoyed walking the lines and walked over 400 miles drawing all the

details of each route. His only model-building activity was in constructing a model of

the Santa Maria. He was very interested in medieval heraldry. He spent twenty

iurnmers in Europe visiting castles, cathedrals, and palaces, and studying medieval
istory.

For eight years, I did a series of radio programs on KMOX dealing with newspaper
comic strip history. After one of the programs, Mr. Fehl contacted me and invited me
to his home to see his drawings. I spent many pleasant evenings going over the
drawings and comparing them with my 1950 series of photographs of the Illinois
Terminal lines. I enjoyed asking him about the various interurban lines and what it
was like to ride them in their zenith. He was very candid about the speed, comfort,
and cleanliness of the cars

He would compare any feature on my photographs to the drawings he made of an
earlier era and would correct the drawings. Mr. Fehl passed away at St. Mary's
Hospital in St. Louis on May 11, 1991 and will be missed as a unique and talented

railfan.

Ray Gehl
March, 1992
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