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A benefit afforded by an employee was the free transportation over the assigned 

Division or system.  In the early years of operation, an employee was assigned a badge 

with number, that when displayed, could travel for free.  On July 10, 1910, a new system 

of using the “Pass” was introduced.  The pass was issued on “by request” basis to the 

General Superintendent, or in case of emergency, the Train Dispatcher.  By 1914 the 

system was more streamlined with the issuance of an “Annual Card Pass,” of course with 

restrictions, which included giving up their seat for a paying customer.  After completion 

of three years of continuous service, an employee was issued a pass good for over his 

respective Division, and after five years was issued a system wide pass.  Dependents had 

to apply separately.  By 1929, the requirements were lowered to one year of service and 

after five years a card transportation issued for wife and dependent children.  A trip pass 

was issued to dependent members of family.  The color card stock of the pass was 

changed each time a new series of card passes were issued to provide an easy check to 

assure a valid pass was in force.  Until 1928, the name “Illinois Traction System” was 

used, then changed to “Illinois Terminal Railroad System” until 1937, when the name 

was changed to “Illinois Terminal Railroad Company”.  The passes were issued annually 

until 1933, then every two years thereafter, beginning with 1934-35.  On November 4, 

1959, a bulletin was issued that passes would no longer be issued or honored as all 

passenger service had been discontinued.  Color used through the years were, yellow, 

light yellow, dull yellow, green, pale green, light green, olive blue, light blue, beige, 

brown, gray, pink, gray, and white. 

 

THE PASSES 

 

The “A”, “B”, and “F” Passes 

Issued to individuals outside of the employment of the company, such as shippers, VIP’s, 

other railroad officials or employees. 

 

The “E” Pass 

Issued to the employee and family members.  When the pass was presented to the 

conductor, a “Pass Identification” slip had to be filled out and retained by the conductor 

to turn in with his ticket/cash fare count.  The employee had to give up seating in favor of 

a paying passenger.  This would permit transportation in the coach only. 

 

The P. S. Parlor-Sleeper  

Good for transportation in only sleeper or parlor car.  Usually reserved for VIP or 

officials of other railroads. 

 

The RSC 

In 1934, the parlor cars were reclassified as Reserved Seat Coaches.  Prior to this, 

transportation required the patron to pay for a first-class fare in addition to the parlor car 

fare.  With the reassignment of the name, the less expensive coach fare and parlor car 



charge was required.  This was reserved for VIP or officials of other railroads.  The pass 

was only in effect from 1934 to 1949, with the end of parlor car service. 

 

The White Card Pass 

Executive pass issued by the President of the Railroad. 

 

The White Card Pass-25 Years Service 

Executive pass issued by the President of the Railroad.  The lettering “Over 25 Years 

Service” was in red and issued to the employee as a special recognition of service. 

 

The White Card Pass -The Vice President Pass 

Executive pass issued by the Vice-President of the Railroad and only issued between 

1952-55. 

 

Employee Trip Pass 

Issued to an employee, good for only one direction of travel with a designated time limit 

to travel. 

 

Conductor Pass Receipt  

The conductor had to turn in an accounting of the use of the pass, which this form would 

represent the pass honored.  

 

Ordnance Pass 

During World War II, the Illinois Terminal operated special ordnance trains between 

Decatur and Springfield to carry workers to the Illiopolis Ordnance Plants. 

 

Bus Pass 

The employee using a company issued pass in conjunction with the bus pass to ride either 

the bus or bridge car service between St. Louis ands the tri-cities of Venice, Madsion, 

Granite City or East St. Louis. 

 

Alton City Lines  

Issued by subsidiary company Illinois Terminal Transportation Co. a person  could ride 

the Alton Bus service. On each trip, a square was punched.  

 

McKinley Bridge Pass 

Issued to the public, the pass was punched with each trip over the bridge. 

 

Train Auditor Pass 

The train auditor would ride various trains and inspect the conductor’s fare collection 

during the trip. 

 

Employee Pass Request  

A written request by the employee to obtain an employee pass. 
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GENBRAL INSTRUCTIONS

l. Oneof these slips must be issued

With each Annual or Term Pass hon-

Ored and for each Trip Pass honored

but not lifted, and forwarded with

train reports to auditor.

2. When passes show a prefix I,et-

ter same皿uSt be shown in connection

With the number of the pass, for

example- “No. A-35l’’instead of ‘`No.

351.’’
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